MY YEARS ON THE STAGE
come to be important affairs. As performances they were in no way different from any other performance. Rehearsals were so constant that first nights were as smooth as later ones. But the audiences were very fine and made up of brilliant and prominent people. General Sherman, General Horace Porter, Mark Twain, H. C. Bunner, George William Curtis, Charles Dudley Warner, Frank R. Stockton, Edmund Clarence Stedman, Stanford White, F. D. Millet, Edwin A. Abbey and many others became very closely interested in what went on at Daly's, and they usually tried to be present at the first night of a new play or the revival of an old one.
Mark Twain once wrote the theatre asking that tickets be reserved for him for the first night of a revival. He ended his letter: "I have written wonderful books, which have revolutionized politics and religion in the world; and you might think that this is why my children hold my person to be sacred; but it isn't so; it is because I know Miss Rehan and Mr. Drew personally."
Many critics thought that our best light comedy was Nancy and Company. It was a clever adaptation of Rosen's Halbedichte, with the scenes and characters transferred to New York. Ada Rehan and I played familiar characters opposite each other.that bettered our performance.
